
Term 2 Week 2 2016      No.6 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Principal:   

 Mark Whisson 

Deputy Principals:  

 Shane Rutter 

 Marlene Bevan 

Manager Corporate Services: 

Sharon Browning 

Telephone: 

School:                            08 9921 4066 

Kindy/Pre-primary:          08 9921 4310 

Canteen:                          08 9964 3162 

Fax:                                 08 9921 4467 

Email: 

MountTarcoola.PS@education.wa.edu.au 

Website: http:/mttarcoola.wa.edu.au 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
  

Friday 6th May 

Girls AFL & Soccer Carnival (Senior 

Students) 

Boys Hockey Carnival (Senior        

Students) 
 

Tuesday 10th to Thursday 12th 

May 

NAPLAN Testing Years 3 & 5 
 

Friday 3rd June 

School Development Day—Students 

do not attend 
 

Friday 10th June 

Parent Assembly Room 2 

Year 6 Cake Stall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 SCHOOL WATCH ALERT 

Our school is being subjected to         

increasing vandalism after school and on 

weekends. Please report any  after hours 

visitors to the police on 9923 4555 or 

School Watch on 131 444.  

Please keep children out of the school 

grounds  after hours. 

School Motto 

“Reliability” 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL: 
Second term started very smoothly without any surprises which is a good thing for our 
school. Our student numbers are marginally down in comparison to the February Census 
and although we are losing students for various reasons we are enrolling new students on 
a consistent basis so numbers are more or less static. Our Deputy Principal, Mr Rutter,  
has accepted a position as a Coordinator of Regional Services at the Midwest Regional 
Office for all of this term. He will be replaced by a teacher from our staff and the 
teacher’s position will be back filled internally. The selection process for the replacement 
Deputy Principal will be finalised by 3.00 pm on Friday this week. 
 

Our Year 3 and 5 students will be sitting the NAPLAN tests next week. Teachers have 
been preparing their students for NAPLAN throughout last year and Term 1 this year and 
I am confident that our students will perform well in the tests. I know this can be a 
stressful time for students but it is important to tell them that this is a one off       
snapshot of their knowledge and skills in Literacy and Numeracy and in no way affects 
how we report on their progress in our school. We use the data generated by NAPLAN to 
tailor our teaching and learning programs to meet the needs of students and we can   
compare our school’s performance to a band of similar schools to make sure that we are 
progressing as we should. 
 

We will receive the third and final quote today for the construction of our “Sustainability 
Hub”. We will select the contractor today and work will start in the very near future. The 
“hub” is an enclosure that will ensure that our gardens, composters, worm farms and 
equipment are secure and we should see a rapid  expansion of sustainability activities this 
term. As part of the sustainability infrastructure, a commercially produced worm farm 
has been purchased and Mrs Batty and her students from Room 1 have it up and running. 
Students recycle their leftovers from “crunch and sip” through the worm farm and we 
can collect the “worm juice” and castings from the farm. 
 

Parents and carers have raised concerns about teachers taking Long Service Leave 
throughout this year and that their children are being taught by a new teacher at various 
times. However, the Education Department has issued a directive to all teachers stating 
that all Long Service Leave accrued before June 30th 2014 has to be cleared by the end 
of this year, the Executive Director Workforce has instructed that there can be no  
exceptions (other than on medical grounds) to this directive. If you are concerned about 
the effect this may have on your child or children please talk to their teacher. The 
teachers that we use to replace staff on Long Service Leave are very competent and I am 
certain that no students’ education will suffer as a result of their teacher taking leave. 
 

Finally, Mount Tarcoola Primary School has taken the lead in “neuroscience in education” 
in the Midwest Region. Congratulations go to our “Neuroscience in Education” group  
headed up by Mrs Tupman from Room 9 and including Ms Taylor, Mrs Thomson,            
Mrs Hughes and Ms Johnston. Under Mrs Tupman’s leadership, the group has been  
awarded $18 000 by Minister for Regional Development, Mr Terry Redmond, to bring 
world renowned teacher and neuroscientist Dr Judy Willis to Geraldton to provide      
professional learning to a wide cross-section of the Geraldton community, including our 
staff and school community. Mrs Tupman and the group have been working hard for the 
last 18 months to ensure that funds required were raised and they have been successful.  
The project is now a joint venture involving our school, John Willcock College and 
Geraldton Senior College and will take place next month.  Well done! 
 

MARK WHISSON 
PRINCIPAL 



CHILD AND PARENT CENTRE RANGEWAY 

The Centre has numerous programs and resources to assist parents and children e.g. Yoga for Kids, Playgroups, 

Counselling, Mini Maestros Music, Child Health Nurse visits and much more.  
 

If you would like to view what is happening in Term 2 or to sign up for their monthly E-newsletter visit:      

http://edcentre.wa.edu.au/child-and-parent-centre-rangeway/ or go to their Facebook page. 

BOOKCLUB—ISSUE 3 

All orders for Issue 3 of Bookclub must be in by Friday 13th May. No late orders can be accepted. 

http://edcentre.wa.edu.au/child-and-parent-centre-rangeway/


GRIEF AND LOSS WORKSHOP FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

4 Week Course designed to assist children who have had a major change in their life through a death, divorce 

or separation. 
 

Any major change can impact a young person’s life. 
 

Children’s Workshops  

 
 

Time:   3.45pm to 4.45pm         Cost:   $20 
 

For bookings please call Centacare on 9921 1433 

Starting dates: 

10 May 2016 11 to 13 year olds 

7 June 2016 9 to 10 year olds 

2 August 2016 6 to 8 year olds 



HOOKIN2HOCKEY 

Times and Dates - 8 sessions beginning at 4pm on Tuesday 3rd May for Group 1 and Wednesday 4th May for Group 2 (late 

registrations accepted). 
 

Location - Wonthella Grass Hockey Fields, Eighth St. 
 

Kits - Participants will receive a playing kit which includes a stick, stick bag, ball, shin guards, mouthguard, reversible singlet, 

team shirt and umpire cards and whistle. 
 

Teams – Participants will be split into teams of 6 or 7 and coached by members of the under 18’s Midwest Hockey Academy. 
 

Equipment - Wear sports clothes/shoes and bring water bottle.  
 

Registration fee — $55  

Any further queries you have, please contact: 

Cherie Potaczala 

Geraldton Hockey Association 

Operations Manager 

M: 0429 528 794 

E: mw.hockey@sportshouse.net.au 


